EACU rep report
 
I attended the EACU AGM on Saturday June 6 in Cambridgeshire. Representatives from all member counties were present.
 
Notes relevant for Herts AGM as follows:
 
County affiliation fee
Fee for member counties to be maintained at £70 per county. Has been same for a number of years now but EACU has a small surplus, as such it sees no need to raise the fee for 2026-27.
 
Junior Jamboree
For the first time, Herts will be taking part in the EACU Junior Jamboree on Saturday October 10 2026 at Whittlesford Hall, Cambridgeshire (near Duxford). Half the cost of hall hire is being covered by an EACU legacy fund, the other half will be split between the five counties participating. Herts should expect a charge of £50 (I do not intend to charge a board fee per player, attempting to extract £2.50 from 20 different parents most of whom I don’t know is not how I intend spend the day, so this charge will come straight to the Herts Treasurer).
 
I am overseeing the Herts team with help from Ewan at Watford. There will be a maximum of 20 boards per team, we already have interest from Watford, St Albans and Rothamsted junior clubs – between them they have more than 20 players already registered as being keen to play in this event – and I would like to hear from other Herts clubs that have juniors who would be interested in participating so that we have as many clubs as possible involved. Email me for details.
 
EACU County Qualifiers 2026-27
These will most likely be at Turner’s Hall as they were this season.
 
Matt Ball
Herts EACU rep
I will stand for this role for 2026-27.
 
__________________________________________
 
 
Herts U1850 team
 
We competed as usual in the EACU qualifiers held at Newmarket.
 
Based on rating, our squad was the strongest in recent times.
 
The tournament consists of two matches against each of the other three teams – Suffolk, Norfolk and Cambridgeshire.
 
Two matches are played on each of three Sundays.
 
The contest went down to the wire and on the final match day Herts were pipped into third place by Norfolk and Suffolk; both counties went on to reach the national semi-finals before being eliminated.
 
With an impressive 5/6 on board one, Tim Watson of St Albans Juniors won the Tom Wright trophy.
 
 
Matt Ball
Herts U1850 captain
I will stand for this role for 2026-27.
 
NB: we defaulted a board in the first two matches for which there no was advance warning, as such we may incur a small fine - the county Treasurer should be made aware of this.
__________________________________________

